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PREFACE. 



This book contains the result of a laborious 
investigation of Scripture, pursued during two 
years and a half, at Andover and New Haven, 
under the instructions of Professor Stuart and 
Dr. Taylor. 

The author was taught by Prof. Stuart, that 
the seventh chapter of Romans is not a descrip- 
tion of Christian experience. Thus the most 
formidable objection to the doctrine of perfect 
holiness was removed, and a license given to 
question the infallibility of popular and tradi- 
tionary interpretation, which greatly facilitated 
the removal of all others. 

He was also taught by the same distinguished 
interpreter, that the twenty fourth chapter of 
Matthew. refers, not as is commonly supposed to 
a future judgment, but to the period of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Novel and startling as 
the suggestion was, the evidence of its truth 
constrained assent, and the train of deductions 
which will be found in this book, naturally and 
rapidly followed. 

He was taught by Dr. Taylor to doubt the 
dogma of Calvinism, that •* sin is the necessary 
naans of the greatest good f* to believe in the 
r e a sonab leness of God*s requisitions as a lair* 
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girer, and the sincerity of hia proposals as a 
Savior. Man's ability and infinite obligation 
now and forever to obey a perfect law, were so 
incessantly exhibited, and convincingly demon, 
strated. that no resting.place was left in any 
standard short i>f perfect holiness. 

These remarks are made— not for the purpose 
of fastening upon Prof. Stua rt and Dr. Taylor 
the odium of the heresies of this book — for its 
author has learned by hard experience, that the 
common practice of making a public teachor re. 
sponsible for nil the deductions of those who hear 
him. Is as dishonest ai it is cruel— but for tha 
purpose of giving an honest history of the pro. 
cess, by which so for as human agency is con. 
earned, modern Perfectionism originated. 

The natural tendency and actual result of the 
exegesis of Prof. Stuart, and the metaphysics of 
Dr. Taylor, was on the one hand to beget a 
general distrust of the theological systems which 
were convicted by them of gross and fundament, 
al errors, and on the other, to give thnt fulness 
of force to the simple truths of Scripture, that 
crushing weight to the claims of the law of God 
which perfects conviction, and prepares the spir* 
it for the perfect righteousness of God. 

Mainly under these influences as the instru. 
ments of the grace of (rod, in Feb. 1834 the au. 
thor of this book became a Perfectionist. 

The substance of the testimony of this book. 
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Was printed and circulated at that time, in three 
email handbills, entitled—-** He that connnitteth 
ain is of the devil.” ** The New Covenant,” and 
*• The Second Coming of the Son of Man” — and 
in a pamphlet, entitled-— 1 * Paul not carnal.” Tim 
handbills were afterwards expanded into the ar- 
ticles which will be (bund in this book under the 
same titles. The pamphlet is republished in its 
original form. In August following, a paper was 
commenced, entitled, The Perfectionist, under 
the superintendence of James Boyle, who* du« 
ring the spring and summer intervening, had bt* 
aomo a believer of (lie leading doctrines of Per. 
fectioniim* Tho writer of thia book was six 
month* connected with that publication as a 
contributor and subordinate editor, during which 
time most of the following articles were published. 

Many reasons might be stated (or the present 
republication of them ; but if is sufficient to men- 
tion the following : — l. They have been thought 
worthy of a more attentive examination, and a 
more continued circulation, than newspaper pub- 
lications generally secure. 2. As they are ia 
fact an abridgement of what is valuable in the- 
Perfectionist, they furnish inquirers, in a con- 
venient and durable form, the means of ascer- 
taining what most Perfectionists believe, without 
searching through the discordant and irrelevant 
discussions of the paper, or trusting the vague 
accounts of Ignorant and hostile reporters.— 
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8. The author of them differs in Mntiment, ei> 
tentiaUy, from many who are called Perfection* 
isb, ana especially from many whose writings 
Were published in the paper, and therefore desires 
by withdrawing hi3 own writings from the mass 
with which they have been connected, to limit 
his own responsibility, and leave every man to 
the reward of his own works. 

Putney, Oct. 90th, 1888* 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO THE PERFECTIONIST. 

That we might give no occasion for the impu- 
tation of arrogance,, in selecting a title for this 
sheet, expressive of its design, we have chosen 
the name which was originally bestowed upon 
.Ourselves and our sentiments, by the enemies of 
holiness, and which has been long and extensive- 
ly an odious appellation. Perceiving nothing in 
the sound or form of the word. Perfectionist, es- 
sentially odious, and assuredly anticipating the 
time of its redemption from infamy, wc content 
ourselves, for the present, with an explanation of 
its meaning, as used by those who bear it, in the 
place of any further apology for its selection. 

We will not attempt to state what a Perfec- 
tionist is not, for this would require us to dissect 
and disclaim all the varying and incongruous 
images of Perfection, conjured up by the word 
in the various fancies of men, from a picture 
of a monk in sackcloth and ashes, to that of a 
seraph with six wings. It is sufficient to say, 
that in the minds or those who consent to bear 
the name, so far as we know, Perfection is pie- 
dicated of only a single attribute, viz. holiness, 
and of that only in a limited sense. We find in 
the bible as well as in the nature of the case, 
three modifications of perfect holiness: perfec- 
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tion of obedience; perfection of security ofobedi. 
ence; and perfection of holiness by experience 
or suffering. These distinctions mar be easily 
understood by a simple illustration. The success 
of a general on a battle-field, may be perfect in a 
threefold manner. 1. He may be simply success, 
lul at the outset. 2. He may be sucessful at the 
outset, with an assurance of final victory. 8. He 
may be successful by the actual accomplishment 
of the victory. 

1. The holiness of Adam, and of the angels that 
left their first estate, was perfect, considered aim. 
ply as obedience to law, mit destitute of prosper 
five security, as was proved by their apostacy. 

2. The holiness of Christ, the second Adam, was 
perfect, both as present obedience to law, and as 
prospectively secure. Yet in another sense it was 
imperfect, during his residence on earth. For 
* though he were a Son. yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered; and being made 
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
to all them that obey him — for it became him, by 
whom are all things, and for whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons unto glory to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through suffer- 
ings ” Previous to his crucifixion, this captain 
of our salvation was perfectly successful in his 
conflict with sin both presently and prospective* 
ty; yet the battle was before him. So Paul, while 
counting all things but loss, that he might over* 
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come death by knowing the fellowship of the 
sufferings of Christ, denied that he had already 
attained the victory, or was already perfect; and 
yet in the next breath, falling back upon an infe- 
rior meaning of the word, he could say, “let us 
therefore, as many as be perfect be thus minded.** 
9. The present holiness of Christ, on the throne 
of his glory, and of those who, having overcome 
byhis blood, have attained that likeness of his 
resurrection, toward which Paul was urging his 
way, is perfected in the highest sense. The battle 
is fought — the victory is won — their holiness is 
perfect as obedience, perfect in security, and per- 
fect by victory over suffering. 

Perfectionists, then, if they may be allowed to 
designate the place which they suppose they 
hold on the scale of perfection, univenally dis- 
claim the profession of attainments above those of 
the suffering Son of God. They covet not the 
premature glory of victory before battle. They 
stand with Paul on the middle ground,betweenthe 
perfection of Adam and of Christ, saved from sin 
—eternally saved, yet“saved by hope, waiting for 
the adoption; to wit, the redemption of their bod- 
ies.” 

We acknowledge the phrase, •perfect holiness, 
is almost a solecism in the first of the three senses 
above mentioned, for any thing short of perfect 
present obedience, is perfect disobedience; and we 
might as well speak of the imperfect success of a 
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the man who sees nothing but mysticism in such 
a confession, knows not Christ ; hence, more par- 
ticularly, 

5. We believe that by far the greatest portion 
of the religion in the world named Christianity, 
is the work of Antichrist, ** whose coming is after 
the working of Satan, with all power and signs 
and lying wonders, and all dcceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish.” 

6. We believe all the essential features of Ju- 
daism and of its successor, Popery maybe ebs- 
tinctly traced in nearly eveiy form of Protestant- 
ism, and though we rejoice in the blessings which 
the reformation has given us, we regard it as 
rightly named, the Reformation, it being an im- 
provement of Antichrist, not a restoration of 
Christianity. 

Such is the matter of our faith. We need my 
nothing of the manner and means by which we 
shall propagate it. 44 The battlo is the Lord's,'* 
and he bids us go forth in confidence, 44 praising 
the Beauty of Uomkrss." The truth which i» 
becoming the pole-star of our souls is—* 4 God Is 
love," and we believe he will destroy the man of 
sin, the son of perdition, by the hykMnofhia 
owning, for the love of God is a consuming fife* 
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form is as much above the ground of mere holi- 
ness as a deed in fee ample is above mere pos- 
session. 

As obedience is the test of all holiness, so wo 
believe, under the gospel, perpetuity of obedience 
is the test of all holiness. Here we may speak, 
without solecism, of perfect holiness ; and here 
we are exposed to a more plausible charge of ar- 
rogance. Let us examine the ground of this 
charge. Without entering the wide field of scrip- 
ture argument, it is sufficient for our purpose to 
notice a single fact in relation to the views of 
those who most freely stigmatize the supposed 
self-righteousness of Perfectionists. These very 
persons universally and confessedly expect, at 
death, to become Perfectionists, and that, not 
merely of the second, but of the third degree : in 
other words, while earthly Perfectionists claim 
only secure deliverance from sin, their accusers 
anticipate, within a brief space, secure deliver- 
ance from sin and all evil. What is the consid- 
eration which exempts their anticipation from 
the charge of self-righteous presumption, and yet 
leayes the burden upon our claim ) Their an- 
swer assuredly must be, ** we anticipate, at death, 
secure redemption from sin and evil, as the gift 
of the grace of God,” But the self same apology 
relieves our claim. We metre present redemp- 
tion from sin as the gift of the .grace of God— 
we only enter,** by anew and living way ” upon 
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the possession of a portion of that gratuitous in. 
heritance, which they expect to receive at death. 
We must be permitted, then, to say boldly, that 
the same rule which allows men to hope for hca. 
ven without presumption, allows us to receive 
heaven here without self.righteousness : and tho 
charge of arrogance is due to those who hope for 
the gift, while they daily displease the giver. 
The same Christ who will be the believer's 
portion in heaven, is our righteousness and sane, 
titication here. While, therefore, we shrink not 
from the odium, connected with the name, Per- 
fectionist, we cannot despair of disabusing all 
honest men, ere long, of a portion of their preju. 
dices against it, by convincing them that .we 
join in the testimony of our living head, that 
M there is none good but one, that is God,” and 
believe that by the energy of his goodness alone 
are wo delivered from sin. 

The standard by which every man judges of 
the nature of true humility-and of its opposite- 
spiritual pride, is determined by the answer which 
his heart gives to the question—-* who is the au. 
thor of righteousness ?” If the credit of holiness 
is due to him who professes it, then his profession 
exalts himself at the expense of God, and justly 
exposes him to the charge of spiritual arrogance 
—however high or low may be his claim. But 
if God alone Is acknowledged as ttm author of 
righteousness, a profession of holiness is only the 
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acknowledgement of a gift— and not only consis- 
tent with) bat necessary to, the exercise of true 
humility. The man who has no concept on of any # 
righteousness other than his own* may well count* 
the confession of imperfection-genuine modesty- 

From such we expect no mercy. But if there 
are any who ascribe all righteousness to God* we 
hope to convince them that the arrogance which 
boasts of the “Lord our righteousness** is the per* 
faction of humility-end that the profession of hu- 
mility which delights in tho confession of sin and* 
in the expectation of a continued commission of 
it* is only a modest way of robbing Christ of the 
crown of his glory. 

Is it imagined that the man to whom God in 
truth has given perfect holiness, has done some 
great thing 1 He has done nothing. The great 
achievement of his will which* be it remembered, 
the grace of God has secured* is the cessation from 
his own works* and the commencement of an ev. 
erlasting repose on the energy Of the living God* 
as Uie .basis and hope of his righteousness. He 
has simply died— and with his dying breath be- 
queathed his body* soul and spirit to his Maker, 
rolling the responsibility of his future and eternal 
obedience upon the everlasting arm. 

We believe it is incomparably earner to receive 
deliverance from all sins* than to conquer one. 

Paul clearly presents the principle in Romans 
i-2t— 32* which accounts for the difficulty men 
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find in obtaining freedom from sin. Because they 
refuse to glorify God, he give* them up to vile at* 
factions. The affections of men are rightfully 
under the perfect control of God. When he is do. 
throned, he abandons his kingdom*— and anarchy 
ensues— -every effort to quell the rebellion ofdc. 
sires, which falls short of a reinstatement of God 
in his sovereignty over the heart, must result in 
disheartning failure. But why should it be difficult 
for him who stands at the door, if his petition for 
entrance is heard, and his claim for dominion ad. 
mitted, to restore peace and security to the ruined 
kingdom ? Why should it be thought an incred. 
ible thing that God should raise the dead ? 

Pride, envy, anger, sensuality, dec. are but 
limhs of the tree of sin, the stock of which is that 
unbelicfwhich rejects the righteousness of God. 

The man who commences the work of extermi. 
nating sin at the top of the tree, or among any of 
the branches, will soon be disheartened by thedis. 
covcry that the branches he has once lopped off, 
soon grow again, or send their juice into other 
limbs. We say therefore it is easier to lay tho 
axe at the root and fell the whole tree at once, 
than to exterminate effectually a single limb. 

In view of these considerations, though we ob. 
joct not to the namo— Perfectionists-and though 
we verily believe and unblushingly maintain that 
we are free from sin, wo beg to be relieved of the 
£jk>ry, and .of the shame of the achievement $ we 
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have been taught with t)>e scourge, that the day 
has come when “ all the haughtiness of men shall 
be brought low, and the I^>rd alone exalted,** 

At the hazard <of a fresh and heavier imputa- 
tion of arrogance, than our name has yet incur- 
red, we now proceed to state in few words, some 
things which we believe, and some of the princi- 
ples which will guide our present and future ef- 
torts. 

1. We believe the gospel is emphatically glad 
tidings of redemption from sin ; and Cluidtiani- 
ty is distinguished from the dispensation which 
preceded it, chiefly by the tact, that it brings in 
everlasting righteousness— hence, 

2. We believe that sinners are not Christian 
— we object not to calling some of them Jewish 
saints, or sinful believers, or unconverted disci- 
ples, or servants of God, as distinguished from 
sons— but wc affirm that they arc out of Christ ; 
for “he that abideth in him, sinneth not— he that 
rinneth, hath not seen Him neither known him.** 

3, We believe that “Christ is come in the 
flesh,** that he dwells in and controls believers, 
and thus secures their perfect holiness ; that the 
body of Christ which is the church, is nourished 
and guided by the life and wisdom of its Head, 

4, We believe that “ every spirit which con- 
fosseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesl^ 
is not or God,” but is Antichrist, whatever may 
be its professions of faith and holiness ; and that 
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general who never began to conquer, as to apeak 
of the imperfect holiness of one who has not yet 
obeyed God* iThe truth is too simple to need eft* 
pansion, that every individual action is either 
wholly sinful or wholly righteous; and that every 
being ih the universe, at any given time, is eith- 
er entirely wicked or entirely holy, i. e. either 
conformed to law or not conformed to law; yet 
the prevailing modes of thought and speech, force 
us to recognize a quality of action and charac- 
ter, called imperfect holiness , which takes rank 
somewhere indefinitely below what may seem the 
lowest possible, or conceivable modification of 
holiness. So that, with reference to this, we must 
name mere holiness, perfect holiness, consigning 
the censure duo to the impropriety of our lang- 
uage, to those who maintain the possibility of 
serving God and mammon, i. e. of being holy and 
sinful at the same time. A profession, then, of per. 
feet holiness, thus understood, is in truth, merely 
a profession of holiness, without which, confes- 
sedly, none can claim the name of sons or ser- 
vants of God, and instead of deserving the charge 
of arrogance, should rather be censured, if at aft, 
for conveying, in the language of it, the impli- 
cation that men may be less than perfectly holy, 
and yet not perfectly sinful. But we take high- 
er ground. The first Adam was holy; the sec- 
ond Adam was, in a more proper sense, perfectly 
holy— his holiness was secure. The gospel plat- 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE. 



We believe, 1 . that God, is the only rightful 
interpreter of the Bible, and teacher of theologi- 
cal truth, -hence, 

2. That no doctrine can become an article of 
true faith, which is not recognised by the believ- 
er as an immediate revelation to him from God: 

3. That God, u who worketh all in all” can and 
does teach his own troth, through his written 
word, and through the testimony of his sons, 

4 That it is proper, that we should state, as 
witnesses lor Goa,the fundamental articles of our 
own faith. v 

5. That M there is none good but one, that is\ 

God,”— that all the righteousness in the universe / 
is God’s righteousness. ^ 

6. That God’s righteousness may be revealed^ 
in his creatures, as a man’s spirit is revealed in 
the motions of his body. 

7. That * the works of the flesh, [i. e. human 
nature,] are adultery, uncleanness, envyings, 
strife, and such Wee” only, 

8. That all attempts to produce better results 
from human nature, by instruction and legal dis- 
cipline, only increase the evil, inasmuch as they 
refine and disguise, without removing it. 

2. That the Son of God was manifested in hu-< 
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man nature for the purpose of destroying, (not 
reforming,) the works of the flesh, and revealing 
the righteousness of God. 

10. That the righteousness of God was never 
revealed in human nature, till the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 

11. That the object of all God*s dealings with 
the human race before the birth of Christ, was, 
not to promote the righteousness of the flesh, i. e. 
•elfrighteousness, i. e. the porfeotion of sin ; but 
to prepare tbo way for the manifestation of his 
own righteousness through Jesus Christ, -hence, 

12. That the righteousness of the saints, un» 
der the law before Christ, was only a u shadow of 
good things to come, and not the very image of 
the things,** bearing a relation to the true right* 
eousness of God, like that of a type to its anti* 
type. 

13. That the servants of God under the law, 
by submission to the discipline of the dispensa* 
tion in which they lived, were prepared for, and 
became heirs of the righteousness of God, after* 
ward revealed by Jesus Christ. 

14. That M God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself,** that the union of human 
and divine nature in him, made the righteousness 
of God accessible to all men. 

15. That Christ is properly called the second 
Adam, and as the human race in spirit is one bo* 
dy, that ho became, by his incarnation, * the light 
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that lighteth every mn." 

10. That all who are apprized by the gospel 
of the (act, that the Son of God has come, are 
thereby called to choose whether they wffl hold 
the fallen or the risen Adam as their head. 

17. That frith alone receives, and unbelief a- 
lone rejects the blessings given to man by the sec- 
ond Adam*— by frith men awake to a perception 
of the troth as It lain Christ ? -unbelief is the 
devil's dream. 

18* That Christ, as he is in his renortetim 
and glory , is givefc to every member ofthehu* 
man race. 

10. That a0 the faith, righteousness, liberty 
and glory of the risen Son of God, are given to 
every man. 

20. That Christ in his incarnation was “ made 
under the law,** and that the Christian dispense* 
tion did not commence, in any sense, till be as- 
oended up on high. 

21. That none are Christians, in any sense, 
tUl they receive Christ in his resurrection: hence 

22. That the disciples of Christ, during his 
personal ministry in the flesh, were notch ris* 
tians. 

23. That Christ in the resurrection is free 
from sin, from the law, from all ordinances, and 
from death ; hence, all who are subject to any of 
these, are not properly called Christians, as not 
having attained the hope of their calling. 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE. 



24. That the history which the Bible con- 
tains of the church after Christ’s ascension, com. 
monly called the primitive church, is a history 
rather of the latter-day glory of Judaism, than of 
the commencement of Christianity. 

25. That the apostles and primitive believers, 
so far as they were subject to sin, law and death, 
were Jews and not Christians. 

26. That Christ plainly and repeatedly prom- 
ised to his disciples, that he would come to them 
a second time and complete their salvation with- 
in the life -time of some of his immediate followers. 

27. That the primitive church, living in the 
transition period, from the first to the second 
coming of Christ, were more or less partakers of 
the resurrection, holiness, liberty, and glory of 
Christ according to their faith. 

28. That at the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
end of the Jewish dispensation, Christ came to 
believers the second time according to his prom- 
ise. 

20. That, at the period of the second craning 
of Christ, Christianity, or the kingdom of heaven 
properly begun. 

30. That this was the period of the full de- 
velopement of the New covenant, (Heb. viii.) 
which secures, to believers perfect and eternal 
salvation from sin, full freedom from written 
law, and human instruction. 

< 81 . That the whole body of Christ, i. e. the 
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church, attained the perfect resurrection of.the 
spiritual body at his second coining. 

32. That Antichrist, at the same period, at- 
tained the perfect resurrection of damnation. 

33. That this was the period of the commence- 
ment of the judgment, (cxisis, see the Greek,) of 
this world. 

34. That after this period, the salvation giv- 
en to all men in Jesus Christ, included nothing- 
less than a perfect and eternal salvation from 
sin, a perfect redemption from the' law and legal, 
instruction, a perfect resurrection of the spirit- 
ual body, and a standing on the plain of eter- 
•nijy beyond the judgment. 
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“ HE THAT COMMITTETH SIN 
IS OF THE DEVIL." 

Much has been said and written, to show 
John, in this declaration did not mean what he 
said. It is admitted on all hands that he did not 
mean more than ho said ; for assumi ng that his 
intention was to convey the idea, that any one 
who sins has no part or lot in the salvation of 
the gospel, he could not have expressed it more 
clearly in an equal number of words, than he 
has done in these. The only question is, wheth* 
er he meant less than he said ; whether his words 
are to be qualified in such a manner as to miti- 
gate the rigor of their simple sense. 

In determining this question, we shall resort, 
1, to the context ; 2, to other parts of Scripture ; 
3, to the nature of the case. 

1. The context. «« Every man that hath thie 
hope f viz. of seeing Christl in him, purifieth 
himself even as he is pure. Whosoever commit* 
teth sin transgresseth also the law, for sin is the 
transgression of the law ; and ye know that he 
was manifested to take away our sins ; and in 
him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sin* 
neth not ; whosoever sinneth, hath not seen him 
neither known him. Little children, let no man 
deceive you ; he that doeth righteousness is 
righteous even as he is righteous. He that com* 
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mitteth sin is of the devil ; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning. For this purpose was the 
8on of God manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin, for his seed remaineth 
in him and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God. In this the children of God are manifest 
Ond the children of the devil : whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God.** 

1. It is manifest in this passage, that the apos- 
tle was labouring seriously and earnestly to es- 
tablish the truth, (whatever that truth may be,} 
that M he that committeth sin is of the deviL ” 
He has expressed it not less than eight times, in 
varying phraseology, within the compass of this 
short paragraph. Among all these expressions, 
we may surely expect to ascertain beyond con- 
troversy, whether he meant to assert that M he 
that committeth sin is of the devil,” absolutely, 
or in a qualified sense. If he has not definitely 
and perfectly conveyed his meaning, he was 
either singularly unfortunate as a writer, or a 
wilful deceiver. But he cannot be misunder- 
stood. Not a particle of evidence can be found 
in foe whole paragraph, that he designed to sug- 
gest or admit any qualification of the simple de- 
claration ** he that committeth sin is of the 
deviL” On foe'cdntraiy, he has expressed the 
sane idea in at least seven other instances, with- 
out qualification ; and in two instances, with 
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such a comparison as perfectly determines the 
extent of his meaning. M Every man that hath 
this hope in him, purifieth himself even at he 
( Christ ) it pure.** " He that doeth righteous, 
ness is righteous, even at he it righteous.** If 
it is not absolutely true that “ he that commit, 
teth sin is of the devil,'* the apostle has eight 
times in succession repeated a false assertion 
without the least intimation of his covert mean* 
ing, and with such definitive explanations that 
we cannot avoid the conclusion, that he designed 
and earnestly laboured to establish those to whom 
he wrote in the belief of its truth. 

2. The immediate context strongly intimates 
the nature and extent of the truth declared in 
the words in question. “ Little children, let no 
man deceive you ; he that doeth righteousness is 
righteous even as he is righteous ; he that com. 
mitteth sin is of the devil.** The apostle was 
evidently dwelling on a point, concerning which, 
the greatest danger of deception existed. Wo 
may well perceive the necessity of his caution, 
u let no man deceive you** — if we understand 
that he was insisting upon the truth that all men 
are either as righteous as Christ, or as wicked 
as the devil. Doubtless there were then, as 
there are now, multitudes who could not receive 
Christ's assertion, that M a good tree cannot 
Wing forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit**— who believed it possi. 



Digitized by LjOOQie 




n or THK BETO. 



25 



ble to verve God and Mammon at the — «>» 
time. Such persons might be expected to de- 
ceive themselves and others. Hence it was 
needful that the truth on the subject should be 
stated with what seems to be almost puerile rep- 
etition, and with explicit caution against decep- 
tion. ^ There is no subject at this day, in respect 
to which, there is so much manifest looseness of 
thought, and tendency to self-deception, as the 
question, whether, and how much, men may sin 
and yet be Christians. Human depravity teach- 
es us to expect a tendency to lean away from the 
severe doctrine of the apostle. In these circum- 
stances, his warning, “ let no man deceive you,** 
is not only appropriate to his subject, but a pledge 
of his plainness. With such a warning in his 
mouth, how could he use the language of poetry 
or metaphor? If he was honest, he could say 
no more nor less than he meant. If he did not 
mean, that all men are either as righteous as 
Christ or as wicked as the devil,he has done what 
he could, so far as language is concerned, to de. 
ceive those to whom he wrote, while he solemnly 
cautioned them against the delusions of others. 

M kittle children, let no man deceive you ; he 
that death righteousness is righteous even as he 
m righteous.” As if he bad said— "There are 
nose vbo wiD try to deceive you with the notion, 
that there is such a thing as imperfect righteous- 
ness sinful holiness, but beware of such. «He 
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that committeth an is of the devil.** If the com* 
mon view of this passage is true, instead of di* 
minishing the danger of deception, by his plain* 
ness and caution, he has greatly augmented it. 

If he did not mean to convey the idea that men 
cannot sin at all and be Christians, we confess, 
for ourselves, he has greatly deceived us. 

Though by no means naturally inclined to ex* 
alt the standard of holiness, we have been com* 
pelled to believe, that John was a perfectionist of 
the highest standard, so far as the subject of ho* 
liness is concerned. 

6. It is manifest, in the paragraph we have 
quoted, that the apostle*s object was to establish 
a definite and intelligible test by which the chil* 
dren of God, and the children of the devil, might 
bo distinguished. M In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the devil ; lie 
that doeth not righteousness i& not of God.** 
And forasmuch os he hod already declared that 
“he that douth righteousness, is righteous even 
as Christ is righteous ,** ho virtually proposed 
this test ; viz. u He that is not as righteous as 
Christ, is not of God ;** in other words, he that 
committeth sin [without qualification] is a child 
of tho devil.** In this view of his language, the 
test is simple, intelligible, perfect. Two classes 
only are recognized, and they aro easily and cer- 
tainly distinguished. The children of God are 
perfec tly holy. Sin in every case, proves the 
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subjects of it, children of the devil. If we substi- 
tutc any of the common versions of this passage 
for the simple words as they stand in the text, we 
destroy the nature and value of the test. For ex- 
ample, u He that commiteth sin habitually is of 
the devil.” Now it would puzzle the keenest 
casuist that ever ** cavilled for the ninth part ofa 
hair,” to ascertain the limits, and define the mean, 
ingoftheterm, * habitual sin.” Thusthevirtue 
of the test is lost. This may be seen by an illus- 
tration. While the principle was held that ** he 
who drinks ardent spirits habitually is intempe- 
rate,” and no other test was known, nobody could 
with any satisfactory degree of accuracy, distin- 
guish between the temperate and intemperate. 
Every man had his own standard of temperance. 
Some claimed the character of temperate men, 
because they drank only once a day; and somo 
who drank before and after every meal thought 
themselves by no means habitual drinkers. But 
when tin? principle was established that, u he that 
drinks ardent spirits is intemperate, ” a perfect 
and practical test was furnished. A fulcrum was 
fixed for the action of that lever which has rev- 
olutionized the public sentiment of the civilized 
world. So, while the word “ habitually ” is ad- 
ded to the declarations of the word of God con- 
cerning sin, we can expect nothing but looseness 
of thought and looseness .of practice, which shall 
oonfound.all valuable distinctions between saints 
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Hid sinners. Receive the word of God os it 
siaiids, M he that committeth sin is of the devil” 
and a fulcrum is fixed for a lever which by the 
power of God, shall ere long turn an inverted 
world upside down. These remarks apply with 
equal force to various other versions of John's 
“hard saying.” e. g. ** He that committeth known 
sin is of the devil. M He that committeth ic<7- 

ful sin is of the devil.” “ He that committeth 
sin is of the devil while committing tin.** dec. 
But it is needless to protract this examination. 

It is perfectly manifest to every candid reader, 
that John intended to take the liigh ground of 
tot a l Abstirbkch fkom sin j and we are so 
uncltaritable ( if it miist be called uncharitable ) 
as to believe that they who insist upon inserting 
the words a habitual,” “ known,” ** wilful,” dec. 
in his unqualified declarations-in so doing, com. 
mit habitual, known , and wilful tin . 

II. Other parlt of Scripture. If we can clear, 

ly ascertain the sense of one assertion of God's 
word, we need no more proof to establish tlie truth 
which it exhibits. If that word by legitimate 
rules of interpretation applied to every part indi. 
vidualiy, is not consistent with itself, its author!, 
ty is destroyed. Yet we have thought it well* 
for the sake of those who make a great account of 
what is called the " analogy of faith,” the prin. 
oiple by which one part of Scripture is distorted 
into seeming consistency with another, and by 
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the abundant use of which systems of 'divinity,* 
creeds, dec. discordant as they are, have usually 
been consructed, to show by a few examples, that 
John is not the only writer in the Bible who de- 
nies that they who sin have any part or lot with 
Christ. 

Paul says — “If ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die.*' Rom. 8. 13. Who live after the flesh but 
they that commit sin ? 

Again : “If while We seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves are found sinners, is Christ 
therefore the minister of sin ? God forbid.** Gal. 
ii. 17. Having shown that believers are justi- 
fied by Christ, and not by the works of the law, 
the Antinomian question suggests itself to the 
apostle, whether justification by Christ abolishes 
the necessity of personal holincss-whether Christ 
will justify, and thus serve men in their sins? 
He replies with a decisive negative, and proceeds 
to show that in true believers Christ makes an 
end of the law and its works, by living in them, 
crucifying their flesh, and making them person- 
ally partakers of his perfect righteousness. 

James says — “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of this world is 
enmity with God 7 Whosoever therefore will be 
a friend of the world is the enemy of God. iv. 4. 
Most professing Christians will admit that this is 
true in some general and indefinite sense. If it 
is true in any sense, a «* worldly Christian** (we 
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om the language of antichrist^ is an enemy of 
God. But wc may easily perceive that it is true 
in its most rigorous sense, by attending to the 
hint furnished by the address with which it be- 
gins : ** Ye adulterer » and adulteress**,” The 
apostle is dealing with professors of religion : for 
he says immediately before, “ Ye ask and receive 
not.’* dec. showing that the persons he addressed 
recognized God us the source of blessing, and he 
afterwards characterises them as <* double-mind, 
ed,” v.8. We understand then that he called 
them adulterers and adulteresses, because they 
professed to stand in the covenant of God, which 
the Bible every where represents as a marriage 
covenant , and yet loved the world. In other 
words, the love of the world is a breach of a mar- 
riage covenant with God — spiritual adultery. 
Now let any one consider how dolicate and sa- 
cred the marriage relation is, as it exists be- 
tween two fellow. worms, how the least suspicion 
of a single instance of unfaithfulness destroys all 
fellowship ; and he will understand how often 
and how long men may commit adultery with 
the world, and yet remain in marriage covenant 
and fellowship with the great God. 

Aa it is this class of persons, called by James 
the <* double-minded,” i. e. u worldly Christians,” 
whose standing is principally concerned in the 
interpretation of our * 4 hard saying,” M he that 
committeth sin is of foe devil,” we will notice 
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particularly several other passages which treat 
of their case. 

Mat. vi. 22, 23. “The light of the body is the 
eye : if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light : but if thine eye he evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness, if there- 
fore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness! ” In the first two clauses of this 
passage, Christ represents all men as either full 
of light or full of darkness: i. e. wholly right- 
eous or wholly sinful ; for nil men have either a 
single or an evil eye. In the last clause he evi- 
dcntlv alludes to the case of those, who, having 
an evil eye , imagine themselves at least partially 
righteous , and thus put darkness for light. 

That this is his meaning, appears from what im- 
mediately follows : “ No man can serve two mas- 
ters” dec. “If the light that is in thee be dark- 
ness," i. c. if you have an understanding of re- 
ligious truth, profess and believe yourself to be in 
the way of righteousness, while yet your eye is 
not single, while you are seeking to serve both 
God and Mammon, “how great is that darkness !** 
The expression intimates what is manifestly true, 
that M a worldly Christian," a w double minded** 
man, is in greater moral darkness, than a mere 
heedless sinner. 

Compare Mat. xxiv. 48 — 51, with Luke xii. 
43 46. In these passages we have a dear de- 
scription of the character and doom of a double- 
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minded man. 1. He is an “evil sertaiitf* not an 
open rebel, neither a good servant, but a rebel at 
heart, and a servant by profession : in other 
words, an adulterer, a double-minded man, who is 
seeking to serve God and mammon. 2. He takes 
advantage of the delay of his master to indulge 
himselfin wickedness, saying, ** My lord delaveth 
his comi ng ;** an exact pattern of the case of those 
who neglect preparation for meeting Christ, in 
expectation of deulh-bed sanctification. 3. His 
master comes upon him unexpectedly, cuts him 
off, and assigns him a portion with hjpoerhet and 
unbelievers. This Inst expression intimates that 
he was neither entirely a hypocrite, nor an un. 
believer. In some sense he was truly a servant 
of his master; in some sense he was a believer, 
but he was an evil servant, a wicked believer, and 
therefore unexpectedly shared the doom of sheer 
hypocrites and unbelievers. 

In John viii. 30-44, we have a delineation of 
the character and standing of wicked believers. 
Observe. 1. The persons there spoken of believed 
on Christ. 2. They thought themselves Abra- 
ham’s seed and therefore heirs of the promises. 

3. They denied that they were in bondage. 

4. They thought themselves the children of 
God. Christ declared to them the test—* who- 
soever committcth sin is the servant of sin.** 

They disputed, cavilled, rejected his word, as 
thousands of wicked believers do in this day | 
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He said to thein plainly at last . u Ye are of your 
father the devil.** For this they called him a 
Samaritan, and a child of the devil: such is now 
the usual result of the application of John*s test, 
** He that committeth sin is of the devil.** 

Rev. iii. 14 — 18 , describes a double minded 
church. It appears that this church was well 
pleased with its supposed good estate. But Christ 
gives us to understand that he loathed its charac. 
ter more than he would have done had there been 
no profession of righteousness. 

We give but a specimen of that testimony con. 
earning sin, which is the most prominent charac. 
teristic of the New Testament and indeed of the 
whole Bible. We give enough to show that the 
scripture makes but two classes among men, the 
children of God, and the children of the devil, and 
subdividing the children of the devil into careless 
sinners ana religious sinners, or unbelievers and 
u double minded** assigns the lowest place to the 
latter class. 

III. The nature of the cate. Every body admits 
in somp general sense that sin characterizes the 
children of the devil, and holiness the children of 
God. The only question that calls for discussion 
is whether sin is of such a nature that a single in* 
stance of the commission of it is a sufficient crite- 
rion of character. For the sake of illustration 
we put another question: Is the juice of a tree of 
such a nature that a single specimen of the fruit 
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it produces is a sufficient criterion of the character 
of the tree ? We are authorised by right reason 
as well as by the example of Christ, to use this il* 
lustration. As in the case of the tree, one princi* 
pie of vitality pervades every limb, so that there 
is a unity of character, and the nature of all its 
fruit may be known by one specimen ; so in the 
case of moral beings, one principle of action, call 
it heart, or “ governing purpose,” or what you 
will, pervades the whole conduct of the man, and 
one clearly ascertained instance of moral action 
decides his whole character. Can a man’s heart 
be opposed to all sin and yet his conduct be sin. 
ful ? If so, he acts contrary to his own will, which 
is absurd. If his heart is only opposed to sin u in 
general,” if he has only what is called a* supreme’, 
not an entire or perfect purpose to. avoid sin, he 
may indeed, consistently with such a heart, sin 
more or less as occasion demands, but let him com. 
pare such a .heart with the law of God ; ** Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with oil thy heart,’* 
dec. and he will discover that his M governing pur* 
pose” is a sinful one, and thoreforo corrupts his 
whole character. Sin, and sin only is the legiti* 
mate fruit of such a M governing purpose.” This 
is true of every “ governing purpose” which fella 
short of the perfect love of God which the law re* 
quires, and when that perfect love of God is at* 
tained, sin is no more. If men love God with ail 
the hewt, they cannpt sin, and if they do not fora 
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him with all the heart, their governing purpose 
is sinful, and therefore they can only sin. 

James spoke good philosophy when he said, 
« he that offendeth in one point is guilty of all.” 
The principle involved in that saying has a wider 
sweep than is generally discovered. He that of. 
fendeth in one point is guilty of a breach of the 
whole law ; his offence betrays a state of heart, 
which under similar circumstances would break 
every specific commandment, and which now 
violates the spirit of that whole law, which re. 
quires universal love. He that offendeth in one 
point is guilty of all the sins of the universe, past, 
present, and to come, for he endorses the whole, 
and by one act, so far as lies in his power makes 
himself responsible for the whole. If ten persons 
endorse successively a bill of exchange each ore 
becomes responsible for the whole amount. So 
every person who commits sin, by so doing en- 
dorses the bill of universal sin. What though hj 
has not exhibited so barefaced impiety as others T 
If he in a single instance commits sin, he places 
himself in fellowship with all sinners and mikes 
the barefaced impiety of others his own. The 
accessory is equally guilty with the murderer, and 
every instance of sin makes him who commits it 
accessory to the Prince of murderers. If this 
principle is correct, every sinner without cxccp. 
tion is as guilty as the devil Every' principle 
of common law and common sense developed the 
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truth of John** test, “he that conunitteth sin is of 
the Devil.** 



NOTE. 

The reader will perceive as he proceeds in the pc* 
rusal of this volume, that the doctrine of the preced- 
ing article, viz. that perfect holiness is the only standard 
of true Christianity , is the primary and paramount her* 
« ay of Perfectionism. The divers and strange doc. 
.trine* that follow, will all be found secondary, aud 
tributary to this. By demonstrating the perfect holi- 
ness of Paul, which is the object of two succeeding 
articles, we establish the truth of the doctrine histori- 
cally , thus relieving it of the distrust, which naturally 
attaches to mere theory. By proving that Christ 
came the second time at the destruction ofJenlsalem, 
which is another important object in the discussions 
of this book, we set aside all objections to our doctrine 
which are drawn from the sins of saints who lived be- 
fore that period. Our argument, then, for the feasibil- 
ity of Perfection stands thus — if Paul, living in the 
mere duwn of the dispensation of the second coining, 
preached and practised perfeef holiness, muck more 
inny we, living in the nineteenth century of that dis- 
pensation, believe and confess that Christ has mode 
an end of sins.— These remarks are made for the pur- 
pose of leading the mind of the reader to a perception 
of that unity of subject, which justifies us in entitling 
this book— rm* wav or loiwin. 
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kv nronnoH of iofaxs vii. 7— -2S 

What shall we eav then I Is the law sin I God for- 
bid. Nay, I had not known sin but bv the law: furl 
had not known lust, except the law had said. Thou 
shait not covet. But sin, taking occasion by the com- 
mandment, wrought in me all manner of concupis- 
cence. For without the law sin was dead. For I was 
olive without the low once; but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and I died. And the com- 
mandment which was ordained to life, 1 found to be 
unto death. For sin, taking occasion l»y the com- 
mandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 

Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, nnd good. Was then that which is 
good made death unto me I God forbid. But sin, that 
ft might appear sin, working death in me by that 
which is good : that sin by the commandment might 
become exceeding sinful. For we know that the law 
is spiritual : but I uni carnal, sold under sin. For that 
which I do, I allow not : for wlint I would, that do ( 
not : but what I hate, that do I. If" then I do that 
which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is 
good. Now then, it is no more I that do it, hut sin 
that dwellrth in me. For I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing : for to will is 
present with me : but how to perform that which is 
good, I And not. For the good that I would, I do not : 
but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now. if I 
do that I would not, it is no more I that do it. hut 
sin that dwelleth in me. I And then a law, that, 
when I would do good, evil is present with me. 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward msn : 
But I see another law in my paenibcrs warring a. 
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gainst the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap* 
tivity to the law of sin which is in my member*. 

O wretched man Unit I mu 1 who shall deliver me 
from the body of this dcoUi 1 I thank God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I my- 
self serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law 
•fsin . — Romans mi. 7 — 25 

This passage (especially from the 14th to the 
23d verse,) is conunouly received throughout 
Christendom, as a description of Christian expe- 
rience, nay, as the experience of the greatest of 
the apostles, the best specimen of Christianity. 
Believing this view of the passage to be palpably 
erroneous, and exceedingly pernicious, we pro- 
pose, in the following dissertation, to present 
some of the prominent reasons for adopting a dif- 
ferent interpretation. 

That our design may be clearly understood, 
before subjoining the reasons proposed, we pre- 
sent a paraphrase of the passage, as follows, (be- 
ginning at the 7th verse.) 

“We said above (in the 5th verse) that the mo- 
tions of sins which were by the law, did work in 
our members, to bring forth fruit unto death. 
What shall we say then? It appears the law is 
the occasion of the motions of sins, and the fruit 
is death. Is the law in fault ? Is aggravated 
guilt and death the object, and legitimate result, 
of the application of law? God forbid; on the 
contrary, its object, and actual result is not the 
promotion, but the exposure, of sin* I should 
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never have come to the knowledge of sin, bat by 
the light of the law ; where there is no law there 
is no sin : where the light of the law (i.e. the ex- 
pression of the will of God) is feeble, as in the 
ease of the heathen, their consciousness of sin is 
correspondingly feeble': and where, as in my own 
case, the light of the law, by direct revelation, be- 
comes strong, the consciousness of sin, if the 
sinful principle remains, becomes corresponding- 
ly strong. I sltould never have recognized the 
existence and guilt of forbidden desire, in my 
heart, if the law had not expressly said, thou 
ehalt not covet, (i.e. indulge inordinate desire,) 
thereby carrying its claims beyond external ac- 
tion, into the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

So that the law, instead of being the efficient 
cause of sin, is the means of its exposure and con- 
demnation. (8.) The fetal result, therefore, nfthe 
application of law in my case, is to be ascribed, 
not to the law, but to my own wickedness. 

The sinful principle, which was within me, be. 
lore, instead of ceasing to exist in consequence 
of the additional light and motive of a revealed 
law, taking occasion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of forbidden desire. 

Its evil nature was aggravated and developed by 
the opposing claims of the law. For ‘before l 
came to a knowledge of the law, the sinful prin- 
ciple was dead. It made no manifestation of its 
pernicious power and I was not aware, of ita ex- 
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istencek (0.) At that time, sin thus being dead, 
I was alive, free from the curse of an evil con- 
science and expectation of wrath, happy, inde- 
pendently of the grace of God. But this was 
because I had no just views of the law. When 
the commandment came home to my soul, in its 
power and spirituality, the sinful principle, which 
had been comparatively powerless and dead, re- 
vived. I became conscious of its existence and 
malignity. As I have said, its evil nature was 
aggravated and developed by the opposing claims 
of the law. As light increased, hv the necessity 
of the case, so long as the sinful principle remain- 
ed, its malignity and fatal power increased. I 
became worse and worse, my case more and 
more hopeless, till I sunk into despair of salvation 
and died. (10.) In this way, the commandment, 
which was ordained unto life, I found to be the 
occasion (not the efficient or legitimate cause ) of 
death. ( 11 .) It was my own wicked heart', that 
made the increased light and motive of the law, 
an occasion of aggravated perversity. I was de- 
ceitfully led on by it, from one degree of wicked- 
ness to another, till I sunk down under hopeless 
condemnation. 

(12.) Wherefore, notwithstanding the fatal 
result of its application, we must pronounce the 
law holy, and the commandment holy, just and 
good. 

( 18 .) As there is a difficulty in discerning 
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bow i thing ekli be gM, and yet be the occasion 
of crib that We tnay view the subject in all its 
bearings) we repeat the question in substance, 
which was asked at theoutset. How can we pro- 
nounce the law holy, just and good, and yet affirm 
tlint the consequence of its application was death 
to my soul? Was that which is good made death 
unto me ? God forbid. Death, as we have re- 
peatedly said, is no part of the design, or legiti- 
mate result, of the law, but must be ascribed,, in 
mv case, schofly to my own wickedness. In this 
view of the subject, the malignity of the sinful 
principle is clearly developed. What greater 
proof can we have of its evil nature, than the tact 
that it works death by that which is good ? A 
good from that which is erU. But here the re- 
verse is true. Evil is extracted from that which 
isgood. Thus sin by the commandment becomes 
exceeding sinful. 

(14.) But to trace out more definitely, and in 
detail, the process, by which the law becomes an 
occasion of death, we say the fatal result flows 
from the incongruity, or opposition, which exists 
between my nature, or condition, as a man in the 
flesh, and the claims of the law. For the law is 
spiritual, its claims extend to the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart, it proposes to control the spirit ; 
of course its claims can be met only by one, whose 
spirit is free, predominant over the JUsk ; whereas 
I am carnal, sold under sin. My inferior propea* 
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sities predominate over my spiritual nature* and 
lend captire my will. In this state, it is impossi. 
Ms for me to obey the law. They that are in the 
flesh cannot please God. My spiritual nature 
must predominate* before I can obey a law* whose 
Claims are spiritual. So that the law, shedding 
its light upon me* while in the flesh* only shows 
me the impossibility of obedience and salvation* 
so long os the flesh predominates over the spirit. 
Remaining then in the flesh* the bond slave of sin* 
the law, which I know is spiritual* and which my 
conscience approves as holy, just and good, only 
wakes the sinful principle within me to tenfold 
malignity and power. 

(15) Thus I am brought into a deadly warfare 
with myself. The commandment, like a two edg- 
ed sword* pierces even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit. I become* as it were* two beings. 

Reason* conscience* and constitutional self- 
love take sideswith God and the law. My inferior 
propensities* having the will under their control* 
array themselves against their claims. A conflict 
commences between my spiritual and carnal na- 
ture* in which the flesh uniformly triumphs. 

For that which I do under the control of the 
flesh* as a rational being enlightened by the law* 
I allow not. Whatconscience and setf-love con- 
strain me to irish to do, that do I not* bat what 
1 bato* because I know the gailt and ruin it 
Strings upon me* tint do I* 
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(16.) It is plain then, if I do that which, asa 
rational being, I would not, I consent unto the 
law, that it is good, perceiving its adaptation to 
secure the well being of my spiritual nature, not- 
withstanding the opposition of my carnal nature 
and will to his claims. (17.) Now then it is no 
more I that act thus, in opposition to conscience 
and the law, but sin that dwclleth in me. The 
time was, when reason, conscience and self-love 
consented to the course of my carnal nature and 
my will, and then it might be said, 1 did what 
was done. 

But now my being is divided ; I have, as it 
were, two wills, at war with each other, and the 
best half of my nature is arrayed on the side of 
that will, which opposes my actual doings. 

My fleshly propensities, though they control the 
will, are unworthy to be called the man, /, as a 
spiritual being, no longer consent to my own 
actions. Sin that dwelleth in me, subjecting the 
whole man to its control, drags me into conflict 
with the law. While the noblest of my powers, 
those which most truly constitute me a sum, take 
sides with the law, my actions are uniformly in 
opposition to its claims. Truly this exhibits the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. 

(18) I now know, since the spiritual claims of 
the law have enlightened my understanding, and 
developed my sinful condition, that in me, that 
is, in ay fleelyin tbe carnal nature which bekuig* 
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to me as an unregcncrate man* there dwclleth no 
good thing . It has come to be a certainty with 
me* that I shall never perform right action while 
in the flesh. When I look upon the goodness of 
the law of God, and upon the happiness of its sub* 
jects* as a rational being, I long to obey it. To will 
is present with me* My hungerings after righ* 
teousness even exhibit themselves in efforts, and 
resolutions of obedience, which cither contem* 
plate mere specific action, without a radical 
change of principle, or respect future, and not 
present obedience, and, of course, prove abortive. 
How to perform that which is good, I find not. 

(19.) For the good that I would, I do not, but 
the evil Which 1 would not, that I do. After all 
my wishes and resolutions, l act uniformly* in di. 
rect opposition to the dictates of my better na. 
ture, (SO.) And I say again, if f do that, that I 
would not, if my spiritual nature* that which only 
deserves to be called the man , approves the law 
which condemns my actions, it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me, which* in thus 
dragging me* I may say* against my will, into 
conflict with the law* manifests its exceeding sin. 
fulness. 

(21.) I find then at last* by the ruinous conflict 
I have sketched* I am forced upon the conclusion, 
that sin is an abiding* universal principle within 
me. The law which controls my spirit, is the ve. 
ry re ver se of that taw which my conscience ap. 
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proves. The rale by which I live is this, “token 1 
would do good, evil is present with me.” Being 
the servant of sic, I am totall y free from righteous, 
ness. (vi. 20.) 

(22.") I hesitate not to use the expression , u when 
1 would do good” for I delight in the law of God, 
after the inner man. 1 see its goodness and glory, 
and long to be a subject of it. I look into the king- 
dom which it sways, and involuntarily delight in 
the beauty of the prospect. I wish an omnipotent 
arm would take me up and place'me beyond the 
gate, within its precincts. (23.) But how to en- 
ter that gate, I find not. A present and full sur- 
render of the sinful principle, a triumph of my 
spiritual over my carnal nature, alone can give 
me admission to that kingdom. Here, on the very 
threshhold of obedience, and salvation, I find my- 
self morally impotent. I see a laic in my carnal 
nature, warring against the law of God and of my 
own spiritual nature, and triumphing in the con- 
flict. bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
and death. ’Thus sin, which was dead when I was 
alive without the law, by the coming of the com- 
mandment, has revived, and with merciless, living 
malignity, is driving me to despair. I am dying 
to hope and happiness, (24.) Oh wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from tho body of 
this death? (25.) (I thank God, who isable, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to deliver a soul 
thus sinking to perdition, as we shall see in the 
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chapter following.) We conclude then, from 
what has been said, that I myself, as a man with* 
out Christ, in the flesh, under law, with my spirit- 
ual nature, that which constitutes me a man, serve 
the law of God, and yet with my flesh, that part 
of my nature which predominates, and controls 
my will, I serve the law of sin ; thus according 
to the principle stated at the beginning of this dis* 
cussion, in the 5th verse, by the knowledge and 
approval of that law which condemns my actions, 
bringing upon myself aggravated guilt condomna* 
tion and death.” 



It will be seen, by a glance at the foregoing 
paraphrase, that we view the passage in question, 
as a description of the exercises, notofa Christian, 
nor yet of an ordinary unbeliever, but ofa sinner 
dying under the law , of one, to whom the com* 
mandment has come, in whom sin is reviving, and 
who is thus sinking without a Saviour into hope* 
less condemnation. 

We subjoin the following reasons for adopting 
this interpretation. I. The necessity of it ap- 
pears on the face of the language of the passage* 
We concede that some of the expressions are de- 
scriptive of the exercises of Christians, e* g. M I 
delight in the law of God after the inward man,” 
dec. Yet we affirm that they are equally descrip- 
tive of the exercises of convicted sinners, who re- 
cognize the goodness and glory of the law, which 
condemns their actions, and under which they 
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are dying. We affirm that intellectual delight 
in the law of God is the essentia] cause of con. 
riction, and that the exceeding sinfulness of sin 
is never so fully developed, as when it drags its 
victim down to death, in defiance of the remon- 
strances of the noblest part of his nature. To 
delight in the law of God after the inner man, and 
yet m action, uniformly to serve the law of sin, 
is truly a ** hyperbole ” of wickedness. ( See 
verse 13 in the original.) Moreover we affirm 
that, while the expressions, alleged as descriptive 
of Christian experience, are equally applicable to 
the exercises of convicted sinners, many of the op. 
posite expressions, which describe the sinful stale 
of the character in question, cannot, without 
manifest violence lie applied to the experience of 
Christians, e. g. « I am carnal, sold under sin,** 
dec. That we may have a general and' compara. 
tive view of the strength of the expressions on the 
one side and the other, we place them in parallel 
columns. 



■asks or a surras. 

11 1 am carnal, sold no* 
der sin. That which I do. 
I allow not. What I hate, 
that do I. 1 know thatin 
me, (that ia in my flesh,) 
dwelieth no good thing. 
How to perform that wb ich 
io good, I find not The 



XAF.SS or A MAMS IT. 

“I consent unto the law, 
that it is good. It ia no 
more I that do it, hut sin 
that dwelieth in me. To 
will ia present with me. 
It is no more I that do it. 
bat sin that dwelieth in 
me. 1 delight in the law 
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pood Pint I would Idooot. 
The evil ihoi I would not, 
that I do. I dud thru n hue 
tlmt when I would do pood 
evil i* present with me, 
&c. briiipinputo into cap- 
tivity to the law of oin. 

O I wretched man that I 
am, &c. With the dealt I 
verve the law of sin." 



of God, after the inner 
man. I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

With the ntind, I myself 
servo the law of God." 

Note. We place in this 
column nil the express- 
ions, which by any vio- 
lence can be distorted into 
marks of Christian char- 
acter. 



K. The form of the argument of the passage, 
requires the interpretation we projiose. Con- 
cerning the first half of the passage we have par- 
aphrased, ( from the 7th to the 13th verse,) all are 
agreed. No controversy arises till we come to 
the clause, “ I am carnal, sold under sin.*’ ( 14th 
verse.) Here the queslion presents itself. Does 
the apostle mean absolutely, according to the form 
of the expression, “ I am note, while writing, 
(though a holy servant of God,) carnal, sold un- 
der sin ? If so, the remainder of the passage may 
indeed describe the exercises of a Christian, and 
men may, by the example of the great apostle of 
Christianity, claim the character of holiness, while 
they acknowledge themselves carnal, and the 
bond slaves of sin. It is plain, the whole value 
of the hypothesis, which authorises this conclu- 
sion. depends on the form of the expression, “ I 
am carnal.** dec. It is add the use of the present 
tense confines the application of the expression 
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to Paul's present character. Here then we come 
to the point, on which the whole controversy 
turns. We are at issue concerning the time, to 
which Paul referred, when he said, **I am carnal”. 
We alledgc, before entering upon positive argu- 
ment, as proof that the mere form of the expres- 
sion determines nothing, the following passage, 
** Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin. 
ners,ofwhom I am the chief.” 1 Tim. i. ]5. 
Here the same apostle, who elsewhere calls-God 
and man to witness the holiness of his life, 
1 Thess. ii. 10. declares himself, if the use of the 
present tense necessarily respects present char, 
actor, to be now. while writing to his own son in 
the faith, the chief of sinner a. This will not be 
pretended ; of course the argument from the mere 
form of expression is abandoned. Now then, if 

by any other means, we can ascertain the time to 
which Paul refers, when he says, ** I am camaL” 
we settle the question concerning the interpreta- 
tion of the whole passage : for the remaining lan. 
guuge of the disputed paragraph is in immediate 
connexion with, and dependence on, this first 
expression 

We resort then to theq) receding context, to the 
chain of argument, of which, this express, 
ion constitutes a link. Observe ver. 14 . is 
introduced with a causative, *for .** It con- 
UiiM then a reason for some preceding truth. 
U'Mh is that troth ? Obviously this. *Tbeconse. 
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qucnce of the application of the law to my soul : 
while in the flesh* was death : yet the law was not 
in fault* for the law is wholly good. The procure* 
ment of this fatal result is attributable wholly to 
my own wickedness* the exceeding malignity of 
which is thus developed. (Here comes in the 
clause under consideration.) M For the law it 
spiritual* but I am carnal,” dec. It is plain that 
the opposition* which existed* between the spir- 
i tual claims of the law, and the carnal condition 
of the person* whose case is described* is given 
at a reason* why death resulted from the applica- 
tion of the law. That opposition must have pre- 
ceded the death which it wrought. The cause 
must precede the effect. We may paraphrase 
then the Oth verse* which is a summary state- 
ment of the whole matter in discussion* thus* ** I 
was alive without the law once* but when the 
commandment* in its spirituality* came* the op. 
position of my carnal nature awoke* sin revived 
and I died* tor the law is spiritual* but I am car- 
nal, sold under sin-** The carnal nature and the 
captivity to sin then, of which he speaks in the 
14th verse* preceded the death of which he speaks 
in the Oth verse. ** I am carnal/* means* if there 
is any logic in Paul’s argument* M I was carnal* 
when I was alive without the law* before the 
commandment came* sin revived and I died.” 
We need not go into an argument here* to prove 
that this was before his conversion. As the in 
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terpretation of the whole disputed passag e, turns 
upon this point, we conclude the argument of it 
requires our interpretation. 

Abfe. A shadow of an argument for the inter* 
pretation, which makes the expressions, “I am 
carnal/* descriptive of Paul as a Christian, 
been drawn from a case of supposed analogy, in 
which, it is alledged. Paul calls taints, carnal 
(1 Cor. iii. 1 — 3) This is not the place for prov- 
ing, as we might abundantly prove, that this alle- 
gation is untrue. It is sufficient tor our present 
purpose, to deny that the charge, which Paul 
brings against the Corinthians, is, in any way, 
proof even of the probability that he himself was 
carnal , On the contrary, the very fact, that he 
rebuked the Corinthians for being carnal, is evi- 
dence, to those who believe the apostle a consis- 
tent Christian, that he was not chargeable with 
the same sin himself. I£ in saying in the 7th of 
Romans, “I am carnal, sold under sin,** the apos. 
tie described his own character and condition as 
a Christian, what could hinder the Corinthians 
from retorting, and that justly, his rebuke T M Phy- 
sician heal thyself.” **Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye, then shalt thou 
see clearly to cast out die mote out of thy broth- 
er’s eye.” <* You sharply rebuke us for externa] 
action, which you suppose to be proof that we are 
carnal, and yet, in your Epistle to the Romans, 
«ii» lit you say, without qualification, *1 anuses* 
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nal, sold under sin.' We have better proof, in your 
own confession, that you are carnal, than you 
have in our external actions , that wc are carnal,** 
Moreover the context of the passage under con- 
sideration, most decisively proves, [if Paul's own 
words will be received as proof,] that he was not 
carnal . In the preceding chapter, 1 Cor. ii. 6 
16. he declares that the wisdom, which he com- 
municated to those who were perfect, was com- 
municated to him by the Spirit of God, and was 
of such a nature, that it could be received, only 
by those who have the Spirit. He then contrasts 
the natural, with the spiritual man, exhibits the 
superiority of the spiritual man, in respect to un- 
derstanding and authority of judgement, and 
claims that character for himself. " We have 
the mind of Christ,** says he, i. e, 44 we are spirit- 
ual, being instructed by the Holy Ghost, and 
qualified, to instruct even the perfect, and to judge 
and rebuke the carnal.** “ And,** he proceed, 
M I, bretheren, could not speak unto you, as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal,** evidently claiming 
for himself, exemption from the charge, which 
he laid against those, whom he thus undertook 
to reprove. 

111. The obvious contrast between the passage 
in question, [Rom. vii* 7—25.] and the descrip- 
tion of the character and privileges of Christians, 
which follows it, in the 8th chapter, requires the 
interpretation we propose. Our argument is this- 
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It is acknowledged by all, that the 8th chapter 
describes the character and condition of Chris- 
tians. We say, if this be true, the 7th describes 
one who is not a Christian, and this we show by 
a contrast of the passages, placed in parallel coU 
unins, as follows : 



EIGHTH CHAPTER* 

To be carnally minded 
is death. The carnal mind 
ia enmity against God. 
They that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. Ye arc 
not in the flesh, but in the 
spirit. 

The law of the spirit of 
life hath made me free from 
the lew of sin and death. 

Ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage again 
to tear. 

What the law could not 
do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God 
sending hisown son, con- 
demned sin in the flesh, 
that the righteousness of 
the law attest be fulfilled in 
us. 

To be spiritually minded 
is life and peace. We know 
that nU things work to- 
gether for good to them that 
love’ God. We are more 
than conquerors, through 
kite that bath loved no, 



SEVENTH CHAPTER. 

I an carnal, sold under 
sin. 



I see a law in my mem- 
bers, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into coptirity to the 
Inwofsin. I serve with the 
flesh the law of sin. 

To will is present with 
me, buthow tope form that 
which is good I find not. 
For the good that I would, 

I do not, nut the evil which 

I I would not, that 1 do. 



(Mi wretched man that 
1 am, who shell deliver 
me from the body of this 
death t 
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Hie accounts then of the two characters stand 
thus. The man described in the 7th chapter is 
carnal, sold under sin, led captive by a law, that 
wars against his own conscience and the law of 
God, of course under condemnation, acting in eve- 
ry instance, contrary to the dictates of his own 
better nature, unutterably wretched. 

The man described in the 8th chapter, is spir- 
itually minded, not in the flesh, delivered from con- 
demnation, free from the law of sin and death, 
having received, not the spirit of bondage, but of 
adoption, in Christ, fulfilling the righteousness of 
the law, enjoying life and peace, confident that all 
things work for his good, made more than conquer- 
or through Christ. 

One is dying, the other rising from the dead. 
One is dealing with the law in his own strength, 
the other is in Christ, who is <* the end of the law. 1 * 
In other words, one is under law, the other under 
grace. One is a sinking sinner, the other, a con. 
quering Christian. 

The contrast is too obvious, on the face of the 
language of the two passages, to need. further com- 
mentary, but we shall see more fully, in the follow- 
ing paragraph of our discussion, the design and 
bearing of this contrast, with reference to the 
general argument of the whole epistle. 

IV. The scope of the argument of the epistle 
requires the interpretation we propose. The sub- 
ject of ibe epistleis salvation by grace, the gee* 



Digitized by 



Google 




TAJth 1»0T CABKib 



55 



pel u the fencer of Ood to saltation, to every one 
that believeth,” Christ our justification and sanc- 
tification, i. 16. As preliminary to an exhibi- 
tion of the way of salvation, the apostle proves 
the depravity of Jews and Gentiles, i. 19— iii. 
20. Tne atonement is then set forth, and shown 
to be consistent with support oflaw, as a ground 
of gratuitous justification, iii. 21-61. The re- 
lations of that faith, which is the condition of jus- 
tification, are the subjects of the 4th chapter. In 
the 5th chapter, the apostle mentions the promin- 
ent blessings resulting from this mode of salvation 
peace, hope, patience, “ the love of God, shed a. 
broad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given to us,” (being the purchase of the blood of 
Christ, as truly as the pardon he bestows,) con- 
cluding with a contrast between the free gift of 
Christ, and the curse of Adam, in which be 
shows, that the gift surpasses the curse, of course 
that believers are more than reinstated in the con- 
dition of Adam before the fafi. The 6th chap- 
ter begins with an inquiry concerning the moral 
tendency of this method of salvation, whether sin 
is consistent with the reception of the gift of 
grace Y Having answered this question, by as- 
suming, that tna very profession of union to 
Christ, implies final death to sin, and resurrec- 
tion to n ewne ss oflifev in the 14th ter s e, the a- 
pestle efchifaits the ground of t&e confidence, 
which WfiWW I potegfcs, of dtfiwsanee from tug 
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in the fact, that thoy are not under law, but un- 
der grace ; their salvation depends, not on their 
own efforts to obey the law, wit on the promised 
grace of God in Christ. He proceeds to draw the 
contrast between a state or sin, and a state of 
grace, making freedom from sin the test, by which 
men may know whether they are partakers of 
grace, ver. 16. His argument establishes this 
point : that under the gospel, men are wholly sin- 
ful , or wholly righteous. They that are servants 
of righteousness are free from sin, in like man. 
ner, as they that are the servants of sin are free 
from righteousness, ver. 18 — 20, dec. So that 
grace gives no licence to sin, for grace, if it gives 
any thing, gives eternal life, redemption from the 
curse and poieer of sin forever. In the first four 
verses of the 7th chapter, the apostle shows how 
men come out from under the law, and enter up. 
on a state of grace, viz. by death, i. e. despair 
of salvation under the law. As a marriage con. 
tract binds the parties for .life, so a man’s rela- 
tions to the law remain as long as ho lives. Death 
only can divorce him from the law, and give him 
liberty of union to Christ. In the 5th verse, we 
have a brief statement of the condemning, fatal 
influence of a law system, upon men in the flesh. 
In the 6th verse, we have a parallel statement of 
the deliverance and blessing of a state of grace. 
The contrast first suggested in the 14th verse of 
the 6th chapter ; between law.and grao% tsftitt 
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pursued, with' a view to the developement of the 
truth then intimated, that the moral tendency of 
a gracious, is tar better than that of a legal sys- 
tem. In the 7th verse, the apostle takes up the 
principle stated in the 5th, and in the remainder 
of the chapter, exhibits, in detail, the process by 
which the law, which was ordained unto life, be- 
comes, through the wickedness of men, the instru- 
ment of death. In the 8th chapter, the idea sug- 
gested in the 6th verse of the 7th chapter, is re- 
sumed and fully developed. The saving, sanc- 
tifying power of the gospel system of grace is tri- 
umphantly exhibited ; Christ fully set forth as 
our sanctification , as well as our justification. 

Any one, who will dwell upon the general view 
of the argument of the epistle thus sketched, will 
sec without perplexity, the place and bearing of 
the passage we have undertaken to expound. It 
stands in the midst of an argument for the supe- 
riority of grace to law, as a means of deliverance 
from sin ; evidently constituting one side of the 
contrast between the two systems. The 8th chap- 
ter constitutes the other. On the one hand, we 
have the law, instead of giving sanctification and 
salvation, aggravating the wickedness, and secur- 
ing the condemnation and death, of its subject. 
On the other hand, we have grace in Christ 
Jesus, giving liberty and life, righteousness and 
eternal redemption. The contrast is a commen- 
tary os the 14th verse of the 6th chapter, “Sin 
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shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not 
under law, but under grace.'* 

To show the absurdity of that interpretation, 
which regards the man described in vii. 7-25, as 
a Christian, under that grace which delivers from 
the dominion of sin, we quote a single clause, 
[ recommending a reperusal of the whole. ] 44 1 
find a law , that when I would do good, evil is 
present with me." Can it be imagined that the 
wretched man, who acknowledges himself, with, 
out qualification, the bond slave of sin, is under 
that grace , whose sanctifying power the apostle 
is endeavouring to recommend 1 

V. The intimations which Paul elsewhere 
gives, concerning his own moral character, are 
inconsistent with the interpretation, which re. 
gards the passage in question, as descriptive of 
his exercises as a Christian. In proof of this, 
we quote the following passages. 44 Herein do I 
exercise myself to have always, a conscience void 
of offence toward God, and toward man." Acts 
xxiv. 16. “ In all things approving ourselves 

the ministers of God — by pureness , by the armor 
of righteousness, on the right hand, and on the 
left." 2 Cor. vi. 4—7. “ I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless, I live, yet not 1, but Christ 
livcth in me, and the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the feith of the Son of God." 
GaU ii. 20. “The world is crucified onto me, 
and I unto the world. GuL vi. 14. “ Per me 
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to live is Christ." Phil. i. 21. M Brethren, be 
followers together of me-for oar conversation is 
in heaven.” Phil. iii. 17. 20. <* I can do all 

things through Christ which strengthened me.” 
Phil. iv. Id. [comp. Rom. vii. 18. How to per. 
form that which is good, I find not.**] “ The 
Father hath made us meet to be partakers of tbe 
inheritance of the saints in light, who hath deliv. 
ered us from the pow er of darkness.** Col. i. 12, 
13. ** Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily 
and justly and unblamably we behaved ourselves 
among you.** 1 Thess. ii. 19. “I know whom 

1 have believed, and am persuaded that be is able 
to keep that which I have committed to him.** 

2 Tim. i. 12. ** I have fought a good fight, I 

have finished my course, 1 have kept the faith.’* 
2 Tim. iv, 7, &c. 

It Paul could say these things of himself, and in 
the same breath declare, “ I am carnal, sold under 
sin ; how to perform that which is good, I find 
not ; 1 find a law, that when I would do good, 
evil is present with me,** dec. dec., we confess 
we sec no method, by which his consistency, or 
inspiration can be maintained. * 

Remarks. I. The interpretation which we 
have endeavored to present, and sustain, is by no 
means new. It is often all edged, in favor of tint 
ordinary views of this, as of other passages, that 
they are the ancient and universal views of foe 
Church. We will not dwell on foe fallacy and 
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wickedness of such attempts to chain the Bible 
to tradition. But we deny the truth of tho allc. 
gation. The early Fathers without exception, 
so far as is known, down till tho 5th century, re- 
garded Rom. vii. 7 — 25. as applicable, not to a 
Christian, but to an unregenerate man. Angus, 
tine first proposed the opposite interpretation, in 
the heat of a dispute with Pelagius, about natural 
depravity. He had himself accorded with the 
Fathers and church of the first ages of Christian, 
ity, in his views of the passage and he changed 
his interpretation, obviously to avoid defeat ip an 
argument. Pelagius pressed him with the ex* 
pressions, a I consent unto the law,” “ I delight 
in the law,” dec. as proof of the existence of some, 
thing morally good in the unregenerate man. 
We have seen, on the contrary, that these very 
expressions, in the mouth of one, who, in every 
instance, acts in opposition to tho conviction 
W'hich they disclose, prove him to be unutterably 
depraved, a “ hyperbole of wickedness.” So that 
Augustine, needlessly, as well as wickedly, resort, 
ed to an interpretation, which the consent of the 
Fathers, and his own common sense had before 
rejected. From him, this perversion of the word 
of God soon gained extensive authority, prevail* 
ed over Christendom during the darkness of the 
middle ages, and by tradition has corns down to 
our day, with ah «ta damnable influence* a tome, 
honored suggestion of Satan. Since the dawn of 
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the reformation, many distinguished interpreters, 
from time to time, have returned to the original 
interpretation, and it is now the uniform testimo- 
ny of competent biblical students, that Rom. vii* 
7 — 25, describes the exercises of ah unregenerate 
man.* 

II. It is often alledge d, in foVof of the prevail, 
ing interpretation of Rom. vii. 7 — 25, that the 
passage actually describes the exercises of true 
Christians, whether the apostle designed such an 
application of it, oir not. We deny again the 
truth of the allegation. We fully concede that 
the description is applicable to the exercises of 
those who are accounted, by themselves and oth- 
ers, true Christians : but it must be shown that 
they are so in fact, or the allegation cannot standi 
How then shall We ascertain this point T By tra* 
ditions of the church T By public opinion t By 
the feelings and hopes of the persons whose char- 
acter is in question t Shall we, by any, or all of 
these tests, determine that they are true Chris- 
tians, and then try the word of God by their exer- 
cises? Or shall we take the ground of the apoeu 
tie; — “ let God be true and every man a liar,** 
and leaving traditions^ public opinion, feelings 
and hopes, betake ourselves at once, and fearless 



* 'Tor the authorities oa which this remark i» fi mu» 
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ly,« to the word end the testimony,** certainly 
believing, that there and there only, we shall find 
a legitimate standard of Christian experience 1 
In a word, shall we try the word of God by the 
exercises of supposed Christians, or their exer- 
cises by the word of God 1 For the benefit of 
those who regard the testimony of Jehovah, as 
paramount to the traditions, and opinions of all 
men, even of supposed saints, we cite the follow- 
ing passages, as presenting Air standard of Chris- 
tian character. 

“ Whosoever shall break one of the least of 
tfyese commandments, and teach men so, shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven.** Mat. 
v. 19. “ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that doelh the will of my father in heaven.** 
yii. 21. “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
committeth sin is the servant of sin.** John viii. 
34. “ Not the hearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law are justified.** Rom. 
ii. 13. “ Now if we be dead with Christ, we be- 
lieve we shall also live with him, knowing that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more, 
death hath no more dominion over him ; for in 
that he died, he died unto sin once, but in that 
he liveth, he liveth, unto God ; likewise reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God.** Rom, vi. 8-11. « When ye were 
|be servants of sin, (comp. John viii. 34. “He 
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that co mm ittetk tin is the servant of an.”] ye 
were free from righteousness; bat now bong 
mads free from sin, ye have year fruit unto holi- 
ness,** dec. Rom. vi 20-22. If we say we have 
fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not the truth.” 1 John i. 6. He that saiib, 
I know him, and keepethnot his commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John ii. 
4. Whosoever abideth in him, sinneth not, who- 
soever sinneth, hath not seen him, neither known 
him — little children let no man deceive you ; he 
that doeth righteousness, is righteous even as 
he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of 
the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth hot 
commit sin ; for his seed reroaineth in him and 
he cannot sin, because be is bom of God. In this 
the children of God are manifest and the children 
of the devil, whosoever doeth not righteousness, is 
not of God.** iii. 6-10. 

In view of the standard presented in these de- 
clarations of the Most High, we say, without 
hesitation, the man who can adopt the language 
of Rom. vii. 7—25, as descriptive of his own ex- 
ercises, is not a Christian . If he that doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, and hereby the chil- 
dren of the devil are manifest, surely the man 
who can say, <* how to perform that which is 
good , I find not,** is a child of the deviL 

jPhwfly— We believe the common perversion 
of the passage we have endeavoured to expound, 
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has dono more for the ruin of the church and the 
damnation of souls, than any other single device 
of the adversaries of God. The supposed excla- 
mation of the Holy Apostle, M O I wretched man 
that I am,” dec, is the watch-word of wicked 
believers, the defensive talisman of all whoroll 
sin- as a sweet morsel under their tongues. 
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The God of this world is effectually blinding 
many minds, and preventing the light of the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
from shining unto them, by furnishing thcm,from 
God's own word , with arguments against the man- 
ifest object of God, in that word, and in all his 
dealings with the children of men, viz. holiness 
of heart. It is almost universally taken for grant, 
ed that the principle is laid down in the Bible, as 
absolute and immutable ; that perfect holiness can 
have no place in this world , and this dogma of tra- 
dition, is sustained by the perpetual suggestion 
and quotation of such passages as the following. 
„ There is not a just man upon earth, that liveth 
and sinneth not." 44 If I say, I am perfect, this 
also shall prove me perverse.*' 44 If we say, we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us," dec. If, in reply to such sugges- 
tions, we say, the ordinary unqualified interpret, 
ation of these passages, denies the perfect holi- 
ness of Christ, the common rejoinder is, Christ 
was not merely a many and tor that reason, is an 
exception to the rule." We might still reply, 
** neither are Christ's brethren, merely men ; as 
sons «f God, members of dm flesh and bones of 
Christ, thsy are partakers of the divine nature. 
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and are entitled to the same exemption with their 
Head,” but waiving this advantage, we shall ven- 
ture, tor the benefit of those who doubt or deny 
that the Bible presents any other example of per- 
fect holiness, than that of Jesus Christ, to attempt 
a vindication of his chief apostle, Paul, from the 
aspersions of those, who think he M walked aftor 
the flesh.” In conducting his defence, we shall 
show, 1st, that he himself pleads ** not guilty,” 
to the charge of sin on which he is arraignod, 
2d, that the evidence adduced against him, is 
utterly futile. 

Under the first division of our argument, we 
shall adduce evidence, 1. That be boldly and ex- 
plicitly, professed to be holy. 

1 These, ii. 10 “Ye are witnesses and God al. 
so how hoHly and justly, and unblamably we beha- 
ved ourselves among you that believe,” 2 Cor. vi, 
3-7. Giving no offence in any thing , that the min- 
istry be not blamed, but in all things approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God, in much pa- 
tience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in watch- 
ings, in fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, 
by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
power of God, by the armor of righteousness on 
the right and on the left” 

3 Cor. i. 18. “ Our rejoicing is this, the testiroo- 
*y of out conscience, that in simplicity tand god- 
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1y sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, hit by the 
grace of God , we have had our conversation inthe 
world* 

Acts xxiv, 16 “ Herein do I exercise myself to 
have always a conscience void of offence, toward 
God, and toward man.” 

2 Tim. i. 3. “ I thank God, whom I serve, 
from my forefathers with a pure conscience ” dec, 

2 Tim. iv. 7. «* I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, 1 have kept the faith.” 

2. He so identified himself with Jesus Christ, 
in speaking of his own state, as to imply, either 
that he teas perfectly holy, or Christ was a sinner. 
Gal. ii. 20. “ I am crucified with Christ, never?* 

thelessl live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God.” 

Gal. vi. 14. M God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified to me, and I unto the 
world. 1 * 

Phil. i. 21. ** For me to live is Christ .” 

3. He constantly justified his conduct, amidst 
all the accusations of his enemies, and no in- 
stance can be shown wherein he aeltnouiedged 
himself guilty. 

Acts xx. 18-27. Te know, from the first day 
that I came into Asia, after what manner I have 
been with yen at aU seasons, serving the Lord 
with aB humility tf miad, and with many tears 
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and temptations which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews ; and how I kept I tack nothing 
that was profitable to you, dec. And now be. 
hold, I know, that ye all, among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of God shall see my 
face no more, w her fore I take you to record this 
day, that / am pure of the blood of all men , for 
I have not shunned to declare unto you the whole 
counsel qf God. 

2 Cor. x. 2-6. I beseech of you that I may 
not be bold when I am present, with that confi- 
dence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, 
which think of us , an if i re walked according to 
the flesh f for though we walk in the flesh , we- do 
not i rur after the jlfrsk 6tc. casting clown imagi- 
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing info 
captivity every thought to the olwdicncc of Chrint , 
(i. e. in himself, see the original,) and haring in 
a readiness to revenge all disobedience , &e. 

We give only a specimen of the evidence, 
which might be adduced under this head. See 
further, 2 Cor. i 17 — 2d. ii. 17. 1 These, ii. 1 
11. dec. 

4. He. held up his own example , without quaU 
if cation, for the imitation of the churches ; of 
course, if ho was not perfectly holy, the Bible 
presents two standards of obedience. Christ says, 
by word and example, * be ye perfect, even ns 
j v our Father in heaven is perfect." Paul says. 
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* Be ye followers of me," If the last direction 
be not identical with the first, whom shall we fol- 
low, Christ or Paul ? If it be identical, Paul teas 
perfectly holy, 

1 Cor. iv. 16. “ I beseech you, be ye followers 
of me, for this .cause have I sent unto you 'lira, 
otheus, who is my beloved son, and faithfid in 
the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance 
of my ways which be in Christ , n 
1 Cor. xi. 1. ** Be ye followers of me, as I also 
am of Christ " 

Pfiil. iii. 17-20. Brethren, he followers to. 
gether of me, and mark them which walk so. as 
ye hare vs for an cnsamilc, «fcc. for our citizen* 
ship (see the original) is in heaven.** 

Phil. iv. 9. Those things which ye have both 
learned and received, and heard and seen in me, 
do, and the God of |>eace shall be with you.** 
Acts xxiv. 29. u And Paul said, I would to 
God, that not only thou, but also all that hear roe 
this day, were both almost and altogether such 
fts I am. except these bonds.** 

5. His discourses constantly take for granted , 
that Christians do not commit sin , oi course, by 
implication they deny that he was a sinner. 

Rom. vi. 2. ** How shall we that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein ?** 

1 Cor. xv. 84. ** Awake to righteousness 
and sin not .» 

•2 Co#, xii. 20, 21. «*I fear, kst when I come 
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again, my God will humble roe among you, atad 
(hat I shall bewail many that have tinned already* 
2 Cor. xiii. 2. “I write to them, which here- 
tofore have tinned , and to all other, that if I coma 
again, I will not spare." 

Col. i. 12. <* Giving thanks to the Father, 

which hath made vs meet to be partaker* of the 
inheritance of the saints in light, , 

2 Tim. i. 9. “ Who hath saved us, and called 
us with a holy calling." 

Titus ii. 14. ** Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniqtiity, and purify un- 
to himself a peculiar people , zealous of good works. 
Sum of the evidence -1. Paul explicitly declared 
hint9elt* to be holy. 2. He declared his identity 
with Christ, in whom is no sin. 3. He constant- 
ly asserted his own integrity of conduct* without 
once acknowledging a fault. 4. He held him- 
self up as a perfect example for the imitation of 
believers. 5. His discourses constantly imply 
that in professing to be a Christian, he was not 
a sinner. 

So much for the proposition that the apostle 
pleads <* not guilty." As it is a right rule of all 
judicial proceedings, in which personal character 
is impeached, that the defendant pleading ** not 
guilty," shall be considered innocent till his guilt 
w proved, we are now prepared to meet and eat. 
amine the testimony or bis accuse r s. Wo shall 
show by sep&ratety noticing tin several cbsrgea 
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commonly preferred against him, that the evi- 
dence for his impeachment is utterly futile. 

1. His contention with Barnabas* The ac- 
count of this affair stands thus : “Some days af- 
ter, Paul said unto Barnabas, letus go again and 
visit Our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of God, and see how they do. 
And Barnabas determined to take with them 
John, whose surname was Mark* But Paul 
thought it not good to take him with them, who 
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went 
not with them to the work. And the contention 
was so sharp between them, that they departed 
asunder one from the other : and so Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed unto Cyprus. And Paul 
chose Silas and departed, being recommended 
by the brethren unto the grace of God.** Acts 

xv. 86 — 40. 

We observe upon this, in the first place, that 
there is no certain evidence that either Paul or 
Barnabas sinned. A mere difference of judg- 
ment, wisely permitted for the purpose of separa- 
ting them, may have been perfectly consistent 
with unity of heart . “The contention was so 

sharp between them [not that they abused each 
ether with words or blows, but] that they depar- 
ted asunder one from the other, and probably by 
mutual consent, in peace. But we observe fur- 
ther, that so fiir as there is any probable proof 
that cither naned, it goee to impeach the ohaimc- 
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ter of Barnabas only. This John, about whom 
the contention arose, was Barnabas' nephew, (see 
Col. iv. 10.) who doubtless was influenced by 
partiality for him, as his kinsman, and "deter* 
mined to take him with them," without first con. 
suiting Paul, or heeding his counsel afterwards. 
No reason is given for Barnabas' determination, 
whereas Paul “thought it not good" to take John, 
because he had once, through fear or indolence, de- 
serted them . It is plain that Paul acted conscien- 
tiously in the matter : Barnabas, also, seems to 
have been foremost in effecting the separation. 
He first ** took Murk and sailed to Cyprus,” ap- 
parently, almost without waiting to bid his bretn- 
ren farewell ; whereas Paid deliberately “ chose 
Silas and departed, being recommended to the 
grace of God by the brethren," who evidently 
approved the course he had taken in the affair. 
Nothing but malice or carelessness can discover 
the least evidence in these circumstances that 
Paul departed from integrity, while candor finds 
fresh proof of his wisdom and firmness. 

5. His anathema upon the high priest . Acts 
xxiii. 1-5. M Paul, earnestly beholding the coun- 
cil, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all 
good conscience before God until this day. And 
the high priest Ananias commanded them that 
stood by him to smite him on the mouth# Then 
faith Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall ; tor fittest thou to judge me after 
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the law, and commandest me to be mitten con* 
trary to the law t And they that stood by said* 
Revilest thou God's high priest f Then said Paul* 
1 wist not brethren* that he was the high priest, 
for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the 
ruler of my people." 

There was manifestly no sin in the mistake 
which Paul made respecting the official charac- 
ter of his abuser. He acknowledged no sin, 
though he showed a perfect and manly readiness 
to acknowledge a mistake, as well as a conscien- 
tious self-possession, in quoting scripture for the 
acknowledgment. The chief question is, have 
we evidence that he was sinfully angiy in this 
affair 1 Admitting that his words bespeak anger* 
we assert that he was not "angry without a 
cause.” The unrighteous conduct of the high 
priest called for righteous indignation. Anger 
is not in every case sinful (see Mark iii. 5— Eph. 
iv. 26.) Paul’s accusers must therefore show that 
he was unreasonably angry. This cannot be 
shown from his language in the case. He neither 
smote the high priest, nor threatened to smite 
him himself. u God shall smite thee, thou whit- 
ed wall;" Is this an.expression of a revengeful 
spirit ? It was only a calm and true prediction 
of the righteous judgment of God. He used the 
language of Christ in the severe appellation which 
he gave the high priest. (See Mat. xxiii. 27. ) 
He did not avenge himselfc bat recognized the 
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truth, that vengeance is the Lord**. There is 
less evidence of a vindictive spirit in (his case, 
tlutn in many expressions which we might select 
from his writings, where confessedly sinful anger 
had no influence, e. g. “I would that they were 
even cut ofT that trouble you.*’ Galatians v. 12. 
** Alexander tho copper-smith did me much evil : 
the Lord reward him according to his works.** 
2 Tint. iv. 14, dec. The charge cannot bo sue. 
tained. 

3. His supposed confession in the llh chapter 
of ’Romans. For a refutation of this charge, we 
refer to the last article in our third number, only 
remarking here that it is well for those who make 
or endorse this charge, that Paul himself is not 
among them ; for in his life time he most unspar- 
ingly scourged those who regarded him ns walk, 
ing 44 according to the flesh,” and ho might well 
have included them all in his anathema of Alex- 
ander ; 44 They have done me much evil : the Lord 
reward them according to their works.** 

4. His temptation by the thorn in ius flesh. 2. 
Cor. xii* 7. 44 Lest I should be exalted above mea- 
sure, through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to mo a thorn in the flesh ; a 
messenger of Satan, to bufTet'me ; lest I should 
he exalted above measure.** Shall we infer from 
this passage that the apostle sinnod ? Rather 
ahall we not infer that God, who had undertaken 
his salvation from sin, prevented him from sm* 
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nhtg, by suffering Satan to humble him? 

The words which immediately follow this pas* 
sage, show that the apostle was not the less per* 
feet for being the subject of infirmities and temp, 
tations. 44 For this thing I besought the Lord 
thrice that it might depart from me, and he said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee ; for 
my sireitgUi is made perfect in veakness . Most 
gladly, therefore, will 1 rather glory in my infirm, 
tties. that the power of Christ may rest upon me.*' 
5. His tlenial that he teas perfect. Phil. iii. 
12, 13. We quote the passage with its context : 
" i count all things but loss. &c. that I may 
know him, (Christ) and the power of his resur- 
rection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable to his death : if by any means 
1 might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Not as though I bad already attained, either were 
already perfect : hut I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus. Brethren, 1 count not myself 
to have apprehended : but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those tilings which are behind, and 
reaching forth to those things which are before, 
1 press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us, there, 
fore, as many as be perfect be thus minded ; and 
if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God 
shall reveal even this unto you.** 

We observe 1* Two kinds' of perfection are 
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here spoken of, one of which Paul had nlreadv At- 
tained. 44 Not as though I had already attafnod, 
or were already perfect. *’ — Let n% therefore, oa 
many as be perfect, dec. We must not, there' 
fore, take for granted, that in denying that ho 
was perfect, he referred to his moral character, 
but must determine by the context the nature of 
that perfection which he had not attained. 2. 
The context satisfactorily shows, that tlie imper- 
fection which Paul acknowledged was not imper- 
fection of moral cliaracter. He had in hia mind 
the glorified state of Christ, as the prize of his 
high calling, and looking at the course by which 
Christ had attained that state, he perceived and 
acknowledged that he had not yet run the whole 
race. 44 Not as though I had already attained *' 
— what ? Perfect holiness? No— but the resur- 
rection of the dead i Christ attained that hy suf- 
fering and death, accordingly Paul 44 counted all 
things but loss,** that he 44 might know the f editor- 
ship of hit sufferings , being made conformable to 
his death,** that he might have fellowship with his 
resurrection and glory. Paul was striving to at- 
tain the perfection of Christ, by the way in which 
Christ attained it. Thirty .years before Paul 
wrote this passage, Christ himself might have 
said in the same sense, 44 Not as though I had al- 
ready attained, either was already perfect**— and 
this he did virtually say in the weird* following : 
44 €■*> tell that fos, behold l cast out devils, and! 
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do cares to^avand to-morrow, and the third day 
I shall he perfected,” Luke xiii. 32- Paul in* 
forms us how Christ was perfected, in the follow, 
mg passages: “ It became him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are alt things, in bringing 
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through suffering*” Heh. 
ii* 10* M Though he were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things tchieh he suffered ; and 
being made perfect, he became the author of eter* 
nal miration. Heb. v. 8,0. Before his death, 
Christ, like Paul, was pressing toward the mark 
for the prize of his high calling. “Ihaveabop. 
tism," says he, « to be baptized with, and ham am 
/ straightened till it be accomplished ." Luke xii. 
00. Christ was not perfect till be had fully sufl 
fered, died, risen, and entered into fads glory. Yet 
was he not perfectly holy l So Paul had “ not 
attained," was not « perfect," had "not apple- 
bended that for which he was apprehended of 



with the sufferings death, resurrection and glory 
of Christ ; but in acknowledging this, he by no 
means confessed himself a sinner. If Christ was 
holy before he was made perfect fay suffering, 
Paul might be holy before he had reached fell 
"fellowship with his sufferings ** If Christ was 
holy before he became obedient unto death, Rod 
aright be holy before he was made" oeafocmaUa 
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unto his death.” If Christ was holy before he 
rose from the dead, Paul might be holy before he 
had 44 attained the resurrection of the dead.” If 
Christ was holy before he was ** perfect,” Paul 
might be holy before he was 44 perfect.” More- 
over, immediately subsequent to the passage in 
question, Paul proposes nis spiritual state as an 
example of perfection, earnestly exhorting the 
Philippians to imitate him, declaring himself al. 
ready a citizen of the celestial world. Thus he 
asserted his perfect holiness, while ho acknowl- 
edged the distance which yet lay between him 
ana the goal of his race, the prize of his high 
calling, the perfection of his glorified Master. 

if there be other charges against Paul, besides 
those we have noticed, they liave not come to our 
ears. By the triul thus far, he stunds clear of all 
just causes of impeachment. We have shown 
that he pleads 44 not guilty,” and that the accu- 
sations of his enemies are calumnious falsehoods. 
Until further evidence of his guilt shall be produ- 
ced, he must be fully acquitted, and declared an 
example of perfect holiness . We cannot but re- 
mark, before closing hisdefonco, that he has boen 
abusively, if not wantonly, slandered. . Not con- 
tent with persecuting ana defaming him during 
his life time, his accusers hate ever since been 
striving to blacken his memory, transmitting the 
work of slander from generation to generat'on, 
until at this day r all Christendom verily believes 
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